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Overview
 A collaboration between music and words 

taking poems and words about the River Wye 
as inspiration for musical responses

 Delivered through musical workshops, events 
and performances (in the Forest of Dean) 



  

Four strands of work
 Soundscapes  Recording

 Song-writing  Live performance



  

1. Soundscapes
 Improvised musical 

responses to poems 
about the River Wye

 Not necessarily a 
finished shareable 
product

 For example, 
MindSCAPE



  

We still have the forest
                                    a MindSCAPE collaboration with Liz Bell

                                 We put our arms around the trees; listen as 
                                    life rushes up to the top, watch sunlight
                                         sparkling through green freshness.

                                           Each one has its own design:
                                                the shape of the trunk,
                                                    the texture of bark.
                                                            And you,

                                                        hands full of
                                                     rocks and leaves;
                                             pockets full of grit and dirt.

                                           You see fractals in the forest,
                                       stained glass windows in the trees;
                                      you see a pretty stone and pick it up,

                              put it in your bag. You make me look at things
                           differently - the way a colour would be on a hedge;
                       a special beech tree split into a sculpture of a holy trinity.

                                  And then, lightning strikes, and it all changes.
                                       At the funeral, birdsong fills the church.

                                               But although we lose trees,
                                                   we still have the forest.

                                                       Like an etching
                                                        - what’s left is
                                                         what matters
                                                           in the end.



  

2. Song-writing
 Co-creating songs 

using poems about 
the Wye

 A product, recording 
or performance

 Live performance



  



  

3. Recording
 Lots of different 

groups all recording 
the same song

 Mixed together into 
one vast anthem, 
uploadable

 Suggested anthem 
song: Let the river run 
clear

 

 Example: Cinderford 
Sings!





  

4. Live performance
 An event(s) to 

showcase created 
songs and 
collaborations

 Support from local 
musicians and groups

 Local village halls

 

 Involvement in Wye 
Valley River Festival: 
3rd – 12th May 2024



  



  

 People living with dementia and their carers (MindSCAPE, Open Arms) – Soundscape

     
 Schools  (maybe Jane Evans, or after-school clubs) – Soundscape, recording the song

 Audiences (River Wye concert 29th Feb) – song-writing

 People responding to a call-out (Create Gloucestershire) – song-writing

 Choirs (Longlevens, Artspace, Drybrook and District Ladies, churches) – recording the song

  
 Local musicians (Micheldean folk singers, Minstrels of the Forest, players from Royal Forest of Dean Orchestra) – 

recording the song, performances

 Poets (local groups, particularly those involved in the ‘Walking with the Wye’ pilgrimage) at any stage

Target groups



  

Partners

Artspace (Cinderford) 

Gloucestershire County Council (Longlevens Library choir, Arts Council 
England) 

Mollie Meager and Jane Spray (poets from Walking with the Wye)

Tracey Dixon (Micheldean folk club)

Minstrels of the Forest

(Sound UK)

 



  

Challenges
 Publicity
 Getting in touch with schools
 Which areas to focus on
 The level of political engagement 



  

 February – March: setting up sessions for the four strands
 February – July: run sessions in four strands

 April – June: Choirs recording for production
 May: performance at WVRF
 July: performance of finished songs at local halls, with local musicians
 July: mixing and uploading completed recordings

Timeline (6 months)



  

Budget
Spotify upload per track                           £10

Travel expenses for musicians and poets     £200

Hire a village hall for an evening             £50

Hire a venue to run song-writing             £25 

Small performance fee for musicians         £300

Reproducing poems and notated parts         £40
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