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APPLICATION FORM

Britain’s Best Dish

THANKS FOR AGREEING TO FILL OUT OUR QUESTIONNAIRE IT WILL ONLY TAKE A COUPLE OF MINUTES. WE WOULD LIKE TO FIND OUT WHICH DISH YOU CONSIDER TO BE YOUR SIGNATURE DISH. YOUR SIGNATURE DISH IS THE DISH THAT YOU ARE MOST PROUD OF AND HAVE EITHER INVENTED YOURSELF OR ADAPTED FROM A RECIPE.

NAME:


Mike Taylor

CONTACT NUMBERS:


01594 546 941 (We screen calls, so please do start to leave a message if you get a machine – nine times out of ten I will pick up.)

EMAIL:


mike@miketaylor.org.uk


ADDRESS:


Oakleigh Farm House

Crooked End

Ruardean

Gloucestershire GL17 9XF

AGE:


39

JOB:
Software engineer by day, dinosaur palaeontologist by night.

HOW WOULD YOU RATE YOUR COOKING ABILITY OUT OF TEN :
If you really want a misleading single number, then:

                  8/10

But I've taken marks off because I don't follow other people's recipes well.

WHAT IS YOUR SIGNATURE DISH?  


“The Best Beef Casserole of All Time”.  You can tell it's true, because if you google for “beef casserole”, mine comes out on top.

PLEASE CIRCLE THE COURSE: 



STARTER     MAIN      DESSERT



WHAT INSPIRED YOU TO CREATE THIS DISH:


Desperation.  I needed to eat, and we had no decent ingredients in the house.  So I created this casserole out of nasty ingredients, only to find – glory! – that it was excellent.  Truthfully, it's the last thing I expected.  I'd have been happy with “tolerable”.  “Best of all time” was not even on the radar.

WHAT IS SPECIAL ABOUT YOUR DISH:


Two things.  First, it's made from cheap ingredients, including horrible low-grade beef that you wouldn't expect could be used for anything more palatable than cat-food, and white wine of such transcendent awfulness that you wouldn't drink it even at three in the morning when all the Bulgarian chardonnay has gone.  Second, it's just, it's, it's, well, you have to taste it really.  There is a pungency to it, a concentration of flavour, a richness, that you'd only expect to find in restaurants that cook with quality ingredients bought fresh from the market that morning.  Not from some stuff found in the bottom of a cupboard.  The whole is so much greater than the sum of the parts.

HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN MAKING THIS DISH:


Five years.  And it's nearly ready.  Har har.

HOW WOULD YOU PITCH YOUR DISH TO A PANEL OF JUDGES:


I hardly need to – the stream of unsolicited testimonials do it for me.  I have been sent photographs of emptied-and-cleaned plates from a fire station in Northern Ireland.  I've heard from a vegetarian who cooks it regularly because her boyfriend likes it so much.  I have letters from expatriates living in Florida and Australia thanking me for a taste of home.  And best of all, I got the following cryptic but contrite email: “I didn't believe you about the golden syrup, Mike. Well, I was wrong.”  The few testimonials on the web-page are just the tip of the iceberg.

IS THERE ANYTHING ELSE YOU THINK WE SHOULD KNOW ABOUT YOU? 


I've formally named a new genus of dinosaur (but I'm not allowed to tell you its name because the paper it still in the publication queue).  I've written a lot of free computer programs including the first multi-user dungeon that run over the Internet (1988).  My hair looks very silly if I don't wash it every day.  In my spare time, I run the Self-Appointed Grammar Police web-site.

HAVE YOU EVEN BEEN ON TV BEFORE:


            

         Yes            No

DO YOU HAVE A CRIMINAL RECORD!

     No           Yes (give details)



ARE YOU AVAILABLE DURING THE MONTHS OF JUNE & JULY:

      Yes            No



WHICH AUDITION WOULD YOU PREFER TO ATTEND?


     MANCHESTER – 21 APRIL


    CARDIFF – 29 APRIL

    NORWICH – 5 MAY

    BIRMINGHAM – 12 MAY

    LONDON – 19 MAY

NAME & NUMBER OF A FRIEND WITH A GREAT SIGNATURE DISH:


Sorry, nothing springs to mind.  My friends mostly cook from the Delia Smith Summer Collection, the Delia Smith Autumn Collection, the Delia Smith Rogation Sunday Collection, etc.

PRODUCTION NOTES


Am I supposed to leave this blank?  I am, aren't I?

