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Paleontologist Spencer Lucas 

of the New Mexico Museum 

of Natural History and 

Science has "an uncanny 

ability to pre-empt the 

unpublished results of 

others," says Darren Naish of 

Tetrapod Zoology. In April, 

Naish reported on his blog 

that Lucas named an 

aetosaur (an ancient 

armoured reptile) 

Rioarribasuchus even though 

he knew that another 

scientist was naming the 

same animal Heliocanthus. 

Lucas denies this. This 

week's Nature picked up the 

story.
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The Aetosaur Whistle-Blowing Saga
THE BUZZ IN THE BLOGOSPHERE

Paleontologists behaving badly.
01.31.2008 · Janet D. Stemwedel

... by Rex Dalton in Nature [1] caught my 
attention. From the title ("Fossil reptiles 
mired in controversy") you might think that 
the aetosaurs were misbehaving. Rather, the 
issue at hand is whether senior scientists at 
the New Mexico...

Something's fishy about these armadillodiles...
01.30.2008 · Brian Switek

... issue has gotten to the point of appearing in Nature rather 

than being settled earlier. Some time ago Darren posted two 

posts on aetosaurs (part 1 and part 2), cryptically hinting 

that Spencer Lucas and others at New...

The armadillodile diaries, a story of science ethics
04.10.2007 · Darren Naish

... armour-plated quadrupedal Triassic crurotarsans. 

Equipped with stout limbs, a strange upturned snout and 

(usually) toothless jaw tips, aetosaurs have been interpreted 

as omnivores, herbivores, and even as armadillo-like 

generalists. But it's not just their ......

Your Triassic armadillodiles
04.06.2007 · Darren Naish

... members - of the rauisuchian group. As exciting and 

blog-worthy as those animals are, it is their humble 

armour-plated cousins - the aetosaurs - that I'm going to be 

looking at here. * Actually, the most inclusive (i.e.,...

Way to represent your professional community, 
dude!
02.01.2008 · Janet D. Stemwedel

... In response to my earlier post on the allegations of ethical 

lapses among a group of paleontologists studying aetosaurs, a 

reader sent me a message posted to a public mailing list of 

vertebrate paleontologists. The message gives a...
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Snail Sex Is More Erotic Than You Thought
10.23.2007 · Living the Scientific Life (Scientist, 

Interrupted) 6
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Way to represent your professional community, 
dude!
02.01.2008 · Adventures in Ethics and Science 5
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ScienceBlogs at DLD
Pictures from the Digital, 

Life, Design Conference in 

Munich.
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Janet Stemwedel Says...

Greg Laden Says...

Jake Young Says...
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Steinn Sigurdsson Says...
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Bora Zivkovic Says...

Submit a Question

Life Science

The Structure of 
Evolutionary Theory
blogging, chapter 4
Gene Expression

Chapters read:1, 2, 3 and 4. 

And so it goes on as I march 

through chapter 4 of...

HHMIs Stem Cells
Greg Laden's Blog

Blue eyes correlate with 
lighter skin, OCA2 & 
HERC2
Gene Expression

The story about HERC2 & 

OCA2 is getting a lot of 

press; that is, the genetics 

behind how...

My picks from ScienceDaily
A Blog Around The Clock

New Species Of Giant 

Elephant-shrew Discovered: 

When Francesco Rovero 

first saw the image 

captured by one of his...

Physical Science

Don't get too close...
Greg Laden's Blog

Are Fractions Obsolete?
EvolutionBlog

Via Mark Chu-Carroll I just 

read this article, from the 

USA Today, about a 

mathematician at the 

University...

Free Ticket to Saturn and 
Titan
Greg Laden's Blog

You can fly, without leaving 

the comfort of your own 

computer, to Saturn and its 

moon Titan....

Happenings in the 
Quantum World: February 
1,2008
The Quantum Pontiff

Colorado State scores Keck 

money, D-Wave scores 

venture money, QICIQ 2008, 

Reversible computation 

tutorial, and a review of...

Environment

Revkin's Dot Earth: The 
First Pulitzer Prize for 
Blogging?
Framing Science

A New Media Pulitzer for 

coverage of the world's 

biggest looming threat...

Framing Science from 
Rome, Italy: Climate 
Change Communication in 
Urban Environments
Framing Science

A focus on urban 

communities...

Storm World Paperback 
Sighting
The Intersection

I'm not quite sure what is 

up with people...but, they 

seem to be buying, already, 

copies of the...

Chance
Stoat

A nice illustration of the 

laws of chance here....

Humanities/Social Science

Flying in Vapor: Friday 
Fractal LXXII
Chaotic Utopia

I figured I'd post this fractal 

set while it is still Friday 

somewhere (here in 

Colorado, for instance.)...

From Randy Olson: Super 
Bowl XLII, Nature, and 
Human Nature
Shifting Baselines

Bryant Gumbel, in last 

week's edition of his HBO 

show Real Sports, ended 

with a great shifting 

baselines...

AMNH Subway Art #28
Living the Scientific Life 

(Scientist, Interrupted)

Another mosaic animal for 

you to enjoy, thanks to 

AMNH and me!

Who's next?
Laelaps

As if things weren't 

contentious enough around 

here already, I've got 

another subject for general 

discussion that I'm...
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Education & Careers

Twenty Years Of Sexual 
Harassment (and other 
news)
Thus Spake Zuska

Science policy, 20 years of 

sexual harassment, French 

women students as 

prostitutes: a round-up of 

stuff from the...

Idiot Math Professors, 
Fractions, and the Fun of 
Math
Good Math, Bad Math

A bunch of people have 

been sending me links to a 

USA Today article about a 

math...

K-12 Online Learning
Greg Laden's Blog

An increasingly large 

number of K through 12 

students (in the tens of 

thousands or more) are 

getting...

Who's scooping whom and 
why this matters?
A Blog Around The Clock

Aetosaurs. No, I have not 

heard of them until now. 

But that does not matter - 

the big...

Politics

Books
Thoughts from Kansas

A few days ago I wrote a 

long post about the 

importance of ideas, which 

included this 

observation:...

Bloggingheads TV, 
someone I know....
Gene Expression

My friend Reihan Salam, the 

svengali behind The 

American Scene, is on 

blogginghead.tv talking 

about the primary races....

Romney Exposed as 
Tolerant
Greg Laden's Blog

[hat tip: Salad is 

Slaughter]...

Best Definition of Post-'Ist' 
EVAH!
Mike the Mad Biologist

A concise definition of 

post-feminist.

Medicine & Health

Bed Nets and artemisinin 
dramatically decrease 
malaria
Deltoid

The World Health 

Organization has a new 

report showing dramatic 

decreases in malaria in 

Rwanda and Ethiopia...

Ringer's Solution (It can 
pay to be sloppy)
Molecule of the Day

125 years ago, a 

physiologist named Sidney 

Ringer discovered that a 

solution of saline prepared 

by his assistant...

Wine is good for you
Greg Laden's Blog

Grapes of gnash: Pomace, 

the residue of red 

winemaking, may help 

prevent tooth decay Red 

wine has long...

Disease at the head table: 
follow-up
Effect Measure

More information on a new 

occupational disease.

Brain & Behavior

Quirkology
Greg Laden's Blog

[Hat Tip: Ancora Imparo]...

But Can Spock Do This?
Dr. Joan Bushwell's 

Chimpanzee Refuge

Just how well-wired are 

your brain and muscles? 

Co-ordination and 

drummers is a common 

theme here at the...

Casual Fridays: Do music 
and color go together?
Cognitive Daily

A while back we did a little 

non-scientific study on 

whether people experience 

different colors based on 

their...

AMPA receptors & synaptic 
plasticity Part 2
Neurophilosophy

Following on from the 

introduction, I now discuss 

a number of recent studies 

which demonstrate that 

synaptic strengthening...

Technology

cable coincidence
Dynamics of Cats

three major undersea 

cables cut in two separate 

incidents internet traffic to 

Middle East affected...

I want a rocket pack for 
my birthday
Greg Laden's Blog

... and some goggles....

Nice article on Coworking
A Blog Around The Clock

Carrboro Commons 

interviews Brian Russell 

about Carrboro Coworking. 

As a telecommuter, I am 

quite likely to participate 

in...

Speaking of Technology ...
Greg Laden's Blog

Linux Base Doubling; 

Microsoft Acting Badly; 

Major Internet Blackout; 

Asia Fights over Google; 

Microsoft May Buy Yahoo


