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Panel to Examine Museum 
Ethics Flap 

By John Fleck 

Journal Staff Writer

    A panel will convene today to take a fresh look at
scientific ethics charges against a group of New 
Mexico Museum of Natural History and Science 
researchers led by acting museum director Spencer 
Lucas.
    Members of the museum's executive committee
and two outside experts will meet in closed session 
to review allegations that Lucas and some of his 
colleagues took credit for work done by other 
scientists.
    The review is the latest development in a
controversy the museum's critics have dubbed 
"Aetogate," after the ancient crocodilelike aetosaurs 
at the heart of the argument.
    Even before it starts, the inquiry is drawing
criticism from members of the scientific community 
outside of New Mexico who have been observing 
the affair.
    Lucas and his colleagues have denied the
allegations. Reviews by state and museum officials 
last year found the charges "without merit."
    The new review was prompted by complaints that
last year's inquiries amounted to "stonewalling." 
But the choice of reviewers has raised new 
criticisms.
    One of the outside experts brought in to review
the case, retired New Mexico Bureau of Mines 
geologist Orin Anderson, has collaborated with 
Lucas on scientific publications in the past.
    The second outside expert is Norm Silberling, a
retired U.S. Geological Survey geologist from 
Denver, according to Doug Svetnica, spokesman for 
the state Department of Cultural Affairs.
    Jeffrey Martz, a Texas Tech graduate student and



ABQjournal NM: Panel to Examine Museum Ethics Flap http://www.abqjournal.com/news/state/287047nm02-21-...

2 of 3 21/02/08 14:56

Farmington Utility To Help Pay for Green City 
Buildings
 New Mexico Biomass Blog links to Business:

Biomass Plant Gets Tax Credit
 Errors of Enchantment, weblog of The Rio

Grande Foundation links to NM: Governor
Blasts Senate 'Gridlock'
 Democracy for New Mexico links to Venue:

Extraordinary, Ordinary Life Cut Short
 Sunshiny Observations links to NEWS: 

Clinton Wins New Mexico's Democratic 
Caucus
 Randex: The latest news and commentary on

Ayn Rand and Objectivism links to Traffic:
They've Made Things We Use Every Day
 Awareness links to NEWS: Clinton Wins New 

Mexico's Democratic Caucus
 The Albuquerque Real Estate Blog |

Albuquerque NM Real Estate News links to 
Metro: Proposed Equestrian Center Will Be
Delayed to Allow for Changes in the Area's 
Master Plan

Full list and what they're blogging

..A Confused Movie Star? (02-16-08)

More videos from Albuquerque Journal

New Mexico
Teens Get Taste of Justice System Appeals Court Has 
Hearings in School

Clinton's on the Ropes in Homestretch

Conviction for Bathroom Taping Tossed

Ex-DA Schwartz Is Named District Judge

PANEL TO EXAMINE MUSEUM ETHICS FLAP

Dem Party Director Quits Post-Caucus

Around New Mexico

Appeals Court Tosses S.F. Bathroom-Camera Conviction

Former DA Named Judge in Albuquerque District Court

Former Lab Worker Sentenced in Stalking of Linkin Park 
Singer

Denish Has $1.4 Million in Her 2010 Campaign for Governor

N.M. National Guard Officials Say Troops Well-Trained Here

Middlebury College Holds Vigil for Missing ABQ Student

Tainted Beef Sent To N.M. Schools Ordered Destroyed

National Guard Gets Hydrogen Fuel-Powered Backup System

N.M. Group To Help Kansas Doctor Accused of Running 'Pill 
Mill'

Top State Democratic Party Official Resigns

one of those whose complaints triggered the 
inquiry, called the choice of Anderson "puzzling," 
given his past connections to Lucas.
    A credible review needs to be done by scientists
from outside New Mexico with no connections to 
the museum, said Mike Taylor, a British 
paleontologist who has closely followed the affair 
and maintains a Web site documenting the 
complaints.
    Anderson could not be reached for comment
Wednesday.
    Svetnica said Anderson and Silberman were
recommended as researchers with the necessary 
expertise to evaluate the issues raised in the case. 
Silberman was recommended by faculty at the 
University of New Mexico. Svetnica could not say 
Wednesday afternoon who recommended 
Anderson.
    Martz is one of two scientists who have accused
Lucas and his Museum of Natural History 
colleagues of appropriating their work in museum 
publications without credit.
    Martz and Bill Parker of Northern Arizona
University raised concerns last year after work the 
two researchers did as graduate students showed 
up, without attribution, in scientific papers 
published by Lucas and his colleagues describing 
aetosaur fossils found in New Mexico.
    Museum collections manager Justin Spielmann,
the lead author of one of the contested papers, and 
Lucas, the lead author of the other, denied the 
allegations. In each case, the museum scientists 
independently came to the same conclusions as 
Martz and Parker, Spielmann and Lucas said in 
separate interviews.
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