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REVIEW GUIDELINES -- Please consider the following in your review:
1) Is the title adequate? Heck, it’s comprehensive!

2) Is the abstract concise and informative? Yes.

3) Are there errors of fact or interpretation? Not that I can see.

4) Has the material been published previously? If so in what form? No.

5) Does the author show adequate awareness of previous work in the field and an adequate
knowledge of pertinent literature?

The author has failed to mention Sauroposeidon or cite the numerous important papers by Wedel
(2003a,b, 2004, 2005a,b), Wedel and Cifelli (2005), Wedel and Sanders (2002), Wedel et al.
(2000a,b), or Bonnan and Wedel (2004).

6) Are the citations correct and appropriate? Except for the glaring errors outlined above, yes.
7) Is the author accurate when discussing the opinions of other workers? Yes.

8) Are adequate comparisons made with similar forms? Are the significant differences of new
forms indicated? Is a repository indicated? Are the rules of nomenclature followed?

I was a bit troubled by one aspect of the paper. It’s by a Briton and it’s two pages long, so the
failure to erect at least two new sauropod taxa based on utterly unidentifiable scraps of fossilized
whale dung is inexplicable. Perhaps the author is experimenting with a new form of scientific

paper.
9) Is the locality and other geographic information adequate? Yes.
10) Are the figures and photographs clear and suitably arranged? Very.

11) Could this paper (text or plates) be condensed by a significant amount? If so please indicate
how.

On the contrary, I think this could easily be expanded to monograph length.



After considering the above questions, please fill out and return the reviewer’s comment
sheet provided on Page 2. Please attach additional sheets. Comments may also be penciled
in the margins of the paper (please print).

THANK YOU.



REVIEWER’S COMMENTS

Reviewer:
AUTHORS: Daniel J. Taylor
TITLE: Sauropods of the Mesozoic Era

This paper is acceptable, as it stands X__ after minor revision

Strong points: very well written. “In between the times 1742 and 1980 the true answer to the way
they mated was ridiculously unknown to our planet,” may be the best thing anyone has ever said

after major revision is not acceptable

in English. The illustration is very clear, also.

Weak points: in addition to not citing Wedel (2000, 2003a,b, 2004, 2005a,b), Wedel and Cifelli
(2005), Wedel and Sanders (2002), Wedel et al. (2000a,b), or Bonnan and Wedel (2004), the

author did not thank Wedel, who, like Darren, has visited the author and shared his knowledge of

sauropods (pers. obs.).

Verdict: despite some problems, the paper is important and timely and I recommend publication

with minor revision.
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